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Sorting Out Sorting Out 
Social ClassificationSocial Classification

Peter Morville
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Metadata

Revenge of the 
Librarians
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FolksonomiesFolksonomies
Better Than Nothing?Better Than Nothing?

Used For:
Social Categorization
Ethno-Classification
Free Tagging
Mob Indexing
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The remarkable success of these 
services seems to up-end traditional 

thinking about classification and 
information architecture.

Gene Smith
Panel Abstract, March 2005
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It may sound idiotically simple, but 
according to technology's leading 

seer, Apple CEO Steve Jobs, 
searching for information -- not 

sorting it -- is the wave of the future.

Steve Jobs
Wired News, July 2004
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Apophenia
The spontaneous perception of connections 

and meaningfulness in unrelated things.
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The old way creates a tree. 
The new rakes leaves together.

David Weinberger
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Quality

1917,690palmtree

Quantity

Findability

1812,720palmtrees

202

X

26,900palm AND trees

22,900“palm trees”
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ABOUTNESS

FINDABILITY
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There used to be a difference between data and metadata. 
Data was the suitcase and metadata was the name tag on it.



22

morville@semanticstudios.com

Automatic Locates
Schedule an "automatic locate" to see 
where your child is at a given time.  

Breadcrumbing Feature
This feature is great for identifying a 
specific route or series of destinations.

In July, Mexico's attorney general 
became a smart object. Rafael 

Macedo de la Concha had an RFID 
chip implanted in his arm that can 
track and authenticate him, a bold 

bid to fight government corruption. Of 
course, it's his brain that makes him 

smart. It's the chip that makes him an 
object: cataloged, searchable, and 

locatable in space and time.
Bruce Sterling, Wired, Oct 2004 
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Five Lessons of Folksonomies

1. Leverage What Already Exists (or Happens).
2. Tap Wisdom of Crowds (and Users).
3. Tap Compulsion to Share (Pennies not Dollars).
4. Context Counts (Always Avoid Generalizations).
5. Never Underestimate People’s Thirst for Anarchy.
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persistent disequilibrium
a continuous state 

of surfing forever on 
the edge between 

never stopping 
but never falling

kevin kelly


